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THE STEEPLE STORY 

by Reverend Andy Collette 

“One Tree Cannot; A Forest Can” 

 

“For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 

song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” 

(Isaiah 55:12) October is a month of change.  The leaves 

around the country begin to turn for autumn, people 

seem to move from summer into fall activities, and 

pumpkins abound.  It is a happy time of scarecrows and 

turkeys.  Brown, orange and yellow dominate the color 

schemes everywhere.  During this time I always think 

about trees.  When I think of trees I think of the verse 

from Isaiah with which I opened this article.  I like 

individual trees in their uniqueness, but there is nothing 

better concerning trees than a forest-many individual 

trees all together. 

 

Trees are not the fall symbol; pumpkins are the iconic 

fall symbol.  Orange in color, round and swollen, it 

seems to set the mood of harvest time.  At Eastlawn, it is 

the start of the traditional pumpkin patch and our fund 

raiser connected with it.  Missions have been funded for 

over ten years out of this one event. Over $30,000 has 

been given to various individuals and groups as their 

needs have been determined and met.  This year will be 

no different.  The trees of the field, you and I, will come 

forth with our gifts at 

the pumpkin patch 

and the Caring and 

Sharing Festival 

(held in October) to 

bring joy to those in 

need.  The recipients 

this year are people 

in need as a result of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.  

There is no better recipient this year than those people 

who are suffering.  Trees who stood in support of us 

after Katrina now need to lean on us for support in their 

hour of need, and we will respond to them. 

 

During the coverage of both storms, I watched as 

weather people stood braced against the wind or in hip 

deep water describing the outpouring of help from 

people like the Cajun Navy and other homegrown trees 

of the field.  Eastlawn UMC, a forest of homegrown 

trees, has already received over $2000 specifically 

designated for this form of relief.  We have sent it forth 

in faith to First UMC Rockport, Texas.  The interesting 

part of this gift is that it comes from people outside our 

congregation-trees of a different field.  They are not 

anonymous, but certainly not regular attendees either.  

The money has come from Georgia, Tennessee and 

Texas.  It has been amazing to see God’s hand at work.  

Our fund raising efforts this month will be added to 

these previously collected monies and faithfully sent 

right where they need to go--praise God.  That is 

Christian Action.  That is phenomenal stewardship.  It is 

a representation of the blessing that we received after 

Katrina, returned to people like us in need.  It is a right 

and good thing.   

 

Believing in Christ is an act of faith.  Acting in faith is 

Christ personified to the world; it is discipleship.  As 

disciples of Christ, we are afforded the blessings of God 

to help others, to express love to our neighbors as 

ourselves and to show our love for God’s Kingdom.  We 

are allowed to form into a forest of individuals united 

under one banner, in one field, called the Kingdom of 

God.  
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As I watched the trees blowing in the background of all 

those weather reports, I was reminded of reverence we 

should pay God for his great 

work in our lives.  I 

watched as the wind blew 

and the trees bent and 

whipped frantically.  Some 

of those trees fell, but most 

that I was watching 

remained.  They were 

buffeted; they were 

damaged, but they held.  

Like those trees of the 

windblown field, our souls 

are buffeted and whipped 

from time to time.  

Certainly those in Texas 

and Florida have been beaten 

and whipped as we were in 2005. These hurricanes have 

certainly brought many hard memories.  For many of 

you those memories are outside what I can imagine.  

Alas, God’s love and care for us sustains us in the high 

winds of life.  We are able to bend back into some form 

of normalcy as time goes by; recovery is possible, but it 

takes help.  One tree cannot make it alone in the field. 

We may need help to get back upright as our roots may 

have been blown right out of the ground and we may 

need someone to come alongside us and right our trunk.  

We might need to be pulled back into position from 

where we have fallen, but we are not out of the fight.  

Standing into the wind of life with love and mercy is a 

great way to express the love we have for God.  This 

year during the pumpkin patch or the Caring and Sharing 

Festival, or both, stand into the wind of life and commit 

some time, some treasure, some talent or any 

combination of these in order to help bring relief to 

others who have been blown just as hard and need 

someone to come alongside them for a moment or two to 

assist. 

 

In a field, one tree standing against the winds of the 

world has little chance, especially if those winds are 

blowing like a Category Four Hurricane, or if the ground 

is flooding in record depths in places that have never 

flooded in recorded history.  One tree cannot withstand 

that onslaught, but many can.  Let’s form a forest of love 

and mercy this fall as we go out with joy and render 

peace to our neighbors to the east and 

the west.  Now is the time for us to 

show the world what God’s 

people can do.  Give a little time, 

talent or treasure with the specific 

intent of helping someone this fall 

as we celebrate through our 

pumpkin patch, our Caring and 

Sharing Festival and while we 

congregate together for 

Homecoming.  Buy a pumpkin as 

an icon of your commitment to 

Christ to help others.   

 

May God bless our efforts and 

multiply our gifts for those who need 

it the most right now.  May God reach into the lives of 

those hurting the most and bring light through our gifts 

and commitments. May one tree find solace amongst the 

forest called Eastlawn United Methodist Church no 

matter how far away their roots might be planted. Amen. 

 

Preaching Series  
October 

A Month of Hope 
  

Oct 1 (Communion Sunday) 
“Hope Filled Worshippers” 
Scripture: John 4:16-26 
Reading: Psalm 100 
  

Oct. 08 
“Hope Filled Believers” 
Scripture: Acts 4:1-13 
Reading: Psalm 62:1-8 
  

Oct. 15 
“Hope Filled Disciples” 
Scripture: John 14:15-24 
Reading: Psalm 34:15-22 
  

Oct. 22 
“Hope Filled Witnesses: 
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20 
Reading: Psalm 65:1-8 
  

Oct. 29- Homecoming Sunday 
Reverend Dr. Larry Hilliard 
Message: TBD 
Scripture: TBD 
Reading: TBD 
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Oct 1 8:15a UMM Breakfast @IHOP 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 12:00p Luncheon Fundraiser 

 6:00p Worship Service 

Oct 3 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Oct 4 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

Oct 5 9:00a Bible Study 

Oct 8 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Youth Activities 

Oct 9 Columbus Day Holiday 

Oct 10 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Oct 11 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

Oct 12 9:00a Bible Study 

 11:00a Mamie Kimbrough Circle Luncheon & 

 Meeting 

Oct 15 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Worship Service 

Oct 16 6:00p NOW Meeting 

  

 

 

 

 

 7:00p Administrative Council Mtg. 

Oct 17 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Oct 18 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study  

Oct 19 9:00a Bible Study 

Oct 22 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Youth Activities 

Oct 24 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Oct 25 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

Oct 26 9:00a Bible Study 

Oct 28 10:00a Caring & Sharing Festival 

Oct 29 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

     Homecoming Sunday 

     Lunch after Service 

 6:00p Worship Service 

Oct 31 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
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Oct 2 ...............Brian Chapuis 

Oct 4 ...............Derek Mitchell 

Oct 6 ...............Megan Morie 

Oct 7 ...............Patty Vance 

Oct 8 ...............Pam Halbrook 

Oct 9 ...............Austin Haygood 

Oct 11 .............Larry King 

Oct 14 .............Wilda Cain 

Oct 19 .............Carolyn Weathersby 

Oct 20 .............Lilla Banks 

Oct 23 .............Sara Smith 

Oct 24 .............Chase Guess 

 Harry McDonald 

Oct 25 .............Jerry Clement 

 Delores Merritt 

Oct 30 .............Jennifer Braez Boykin 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
 “Genesis to Revelations—The Books of 1 & 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians” 
This new study is led by Brother Andy and begins  

Everyone is welcomed to be part of this study. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

The Thursday Morning Bible study has chosen Dr. 

Sandra Richter's Epic of Eden, which communicates a 

history of God’s redeeming grace from the Garden of 

Eden to the gate of the New Jerusalem. The class meets 

at 9 a.m. in the conference room. This 12-week DVD 

study will end November 16. If interested in joining, 

please contact Opal Currie (228-623-1666). 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. at IHOP  

3019 Magnolia Street 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY:   

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BEGINNING OCT 4 

Invisible War 
Learn to See What Lies Below the Surface! Hang 
on to your seat. It's going to be a 
journey inside the very folds of our 
Bibles, a journey that will teach us 
about our greatest foe, Satan, 
also known as Lucifer, Dragon, 
Serpent, and Son of the Morning 
Star. Although this lying thief 
comes to "steal, kill, and destroy,"  
God details in His Word the battle 
plan to uncover Satan's cunning deceptions and to 
resist his sinister schemes. 

The cosmic conflict exploding all around us will 
have eternal implications, for us and those we love. 
In this series you will be prepared to do spiritual 
battle with the enemy of your soul... and win! You'll 
learn to clothe yourself with God's "spiritual armor" 
so you can be confident of your certain victory over 
the scheming enemy. 

 

 
 

Oct 11  Michael & Linda Tillman 

Oct 20  Jason & Roxanne Rushing 

Oct 24  John & Leslie Moore 
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USHERS 
The Ushers for October are: Brice Wiggins, Doug 

Ros, Forrest Hardy, and Wayne Currie  
If you are not listed and are willing to be an Usher, 

please let me know.  

(Carl Weihing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH-WIDE THANKSGIVING DINNER 

What are your plans for Thanksgiving?? Are you 

lonely?  Do you eat alone?  We are 

planning a church-wide covered dish 

luncheon on Thanksgiving Day.  

Each family attending will need to 

bring a dish or two to share with the 

whole group.  We need reservations 

no later than Nov 6.  Please call 

Sydney Carol Murphey at 228-218-

2680 to make reservations. 
 

MAMIE KIMBROUGH 

CIRCLE 
Members of the Mamie 

Kimbrough Circle and 

friends enjoyed a lunch 

and fellowship at the 

Cornerstone Restaurant 

on Thursday, September 

14
th
.   

 

Afterwards, they traveled 

to the Plaza Nursing 

Center and sang several 

songs, accompanied by 

Robert Weathersby on 

the guitar and Sara Smith 

on the flute.  These 19 

church members and 

guests had a good time 

visiting with Plaza 

residents 

 

 

 

. 
 

ITS PUMPKIN TIME! 
 

Our Pumpkin Patch will be open by the time you read 

this.  Delivery of pumpkins was supposed to occur on 

Thursday Sept 28
th
 with the sale beginning the next day.  

We’ve had lots of people step up and volunteer for 

various duties.  This is a labor intensive venture and 

you’re help is needed and appreciated.   

We will be selling on weekdays from 2-4 pm and on 

Saturdays from 10 am-2pm.  If you’re called on by any 

of our Team leaders, please say yes.  One area that 

always needs volunteers is selling and making treats for 

the children’s classes who visit our Pumpkin Patch.   

If you are willing to help sell, please contact Trudi 

Dixon, Eugenia Lewis, or Mickey Morie.  If you can 

help make treats please contact Theresa Gill or Linda 

Wiggins.  The money raised through our Pumpkin Patch 

sales will go towards Hurricane relief this year.  If you 

have any questions, please let me know.  Carl Weihing   

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MENUS 

Oct 4 – Hamburgers, tater tots, tea & dessert 

Oct 11 – Red beans & rice w/sausage, cornbread, tea & 

dessert 

Oct 18—Baked potatoes, salad, rolls, tea & dessert 

Oct 25—Chicken spaghetti, green peas, salad, rolls, tea 

& dessert 

 

Counters for 

October 

Jeane Bull 

Rick Hilsabeck 
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EASTLAWN TRAVELING PUMPKINS 

If you are interested in volunteering to help in taking the 

Pumpkin Patch to the various schools, please contact the 

church office. Times are variable and dates and schools 

are as follows: 

Oct. 6—Martin Bluff, Gautier 

Oct. 13—College Park, Gautier 

Oct. 20—Arlington Elementary, Pascagoula 

Oct. 25—The Exceptional School, Pascagoula 

Oct. 26—Eastlawn Elementary, Pascagoula 

Oct. 27—Headstart in Gautier 

 

THE PUMPKIN CHURCH 

By Trudi Dixon 

 

What a joy it is to bring back our 2017 Annual Pumpkin 

Patch at Eastlawn United Methodist Church! 

 

During this time of year, Eastlawn 

United Methodist Church transforms 

into a magical place for many.  It is 

affectionately known as the “Pumpkin 

Church” by many of our community 

children.  I love all the laughter and 

excitement when they pick out their 

special pumpkin, large or small.  Just 

watching their families making 

memories by taking pictures and videos of their 

children’s lit up faces as they hold their pumpkin is such 

a joy.  There is no better way to serve and greet our 

community and to gather and welcome the Joy of Fall 

and the Blessing of our Lord than with the “community” 

of the pumpkin patch.   

 

Everyone in our church is involved along with many 

outside our congregation. Everyone wants to be part of 

the unloading, the displaying, the school visits with 

cookies, cupcakes, and storytelling and best of all…The 

Fellowship of Our Pumpkin Church! Come on down and 

enjoy!! 

 

 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Construction is nearing completion on our Day 

Care/New Kitchen/Equipment/Flower Room/Choir 

Room project.  As I am writing this on our trip to South 

Carolina, The choir has already begun to use their new 

room, and we’ve relocated 

some of the youths’ toys (pool 

table, etc.) to the old Tween 

Room and the Tween Room’s 

furniture has been relocated to 

their new room.  By the time 

you read this, the Day Care 

will be using their new room 

for toddlers.  Thanks to all 

who cut, carried, lifted, 

painted, loaded, cleaned, and 

helped in any way with this project. 

CARING & SHARING FESTIVAL 

 

Eastlawn's 10th annual C&S Festival 

is happening Saturday, 

October 28, from 10:00 until 

2:00. We plan for this to be 

our biggest and best ever 

with all funds going to 

support the "Harvey & Irma" 

recovery. Our goal this year 

is $4000. Over the last 9 

years, we have raised a total 

of over $30,000 to support 

14 different mission needs including Advocates 

For Freedom (fighting human Trafficking), 

Adrienne's House (domestic violence shelter), 

No More Malaria (providing mosquito nets for 

Africa), Stop Hunger Now, Our Daily Bread, 

Family Promise (homeless project), as well as 

mission projects in Uganda and Nicaragua.  

 

This year, as in the past, our festival will 

highlight live musical performances on our main 

stage. Already scheduled are student choirs 

from College Park Elementary, Jackson 



The Eastlawn Journey 
 

7 

 

Elementary, and Resurrection Catholic High 

School. The fantastic folk/rock duo, "Razoo" 

from Biloxi will also be on our stage this year 

along other outstanding acts to be announced.  

In addition to GREAT music we will have: 

 Gourmet hamburgers & hot dogs  

 a silent art auction 

 a kids fun land with inflatables and games 

 a giant bake sale 

 "blessing of the pets" 

 classic car competition 

 a variety of venders selling unique items 

 

Invite a neighbor or friend to come with you! 

IT WILL BE GREAT FUN & FELLOWSHIP! 

Make plans now to come out and eat and relax 

and support our effort to help our friends in 

Texas and Florida. 
 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING 

WORSHIP 

 

Would you like to put flowers in the 

church for Sunday Morning Worship 

in memory or honor of someone?  What a great way to 

serve your Church family.  If you are interested: 

1. Please sign your name and phone number with 

the date on the flower calendar located in the 

ministry center hall. 

2. Contact the flower committee person for that 

month to coordinate the details of your flowers 

There are several options for sponsoring flowers:  

 You can do them yourself with flowers or plants 

OR order from a florist.  The church has vases 

and/or baskets for your use if you choose. 

 The Church has an arrangement with Pugh’s 

Florist and they will deliver to the church the 

Saturday prior to your Sunday; however, you 

can use the florist of your choice.   

 You can coordinate with the florist directly on 

the type of arrangement or the committee person 

can coordinate for you.  At Pugh’s, the cost 

starts at $75 (this cost is for two arrangements 

using church’s containers.)  You can pay the 

florist directly or, if you use Pugh’s, make a 

check to Eastlawn United Methodist Church, 

indicating on your check for “Flower Fund” and 

the Church will send payment. 

 The week prior to your date, please call the 

church office (228-762-2364) to communicate to 

Lashunda how you would like it listed in the 

bulletin.  

 

If you have any questions about this article and the 

month of October, please call Trudi Dixon at 228-217-

2209. At this time Oct. 8, 15, and 22 are open. 

 

HOMECOMING 2017 

 
EUMC will celebrate 
Homecoming on Sunday, 
October 29th. Rev. Dr. 
Larry H. Hilliard, son of 
long time EUMC 
members, Carl and Ruth 
Hilliard, will officiate our 
Homecoming Service. 

Rev. Hilliard, native of Pascagoula, MS, currently 
resides in Jackson, MS and is the director of 
Spiritual Leadership for the Mississippi Annual 
Conference of the UMC. He oversees some 900 
clergy in various stages of ministry and sits on the 
Appointive Cabinet and is a member of Bishop 
James E. Swanson’s Senior Staff. He is also a 
member of the Board of Trustees at Memphis 
Theological Seminary and Member of the Methodist 
House of Studies. Rev. Hilliard and his wife Rev. 
Dr. Terry Lynn Hilliard, Chaplin at the UM 
Children’s home, enjoy time with their 6 children 
and 1 grandson.  

We are very excited to welcome home the Hilliards 
and look forward to enjoying a 
covered dish Homecoming meal 
in the Ministry Center following 
our 11 am Homecoming service. 
Everyone is invited to celebrate 
this special day. Please invite 
friends and family to our 
Homecoming Celebration. 
Contact Beth Chapuis at 
eachapuis@gmail.com or 228-
424-4333, if you have any questions about this 
Homecoming Service. 
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CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH PROGRAMS!! 

 

Musical Ministry Programming: 

Chancel Choir 

The Chancel Choir at Eastlawn leads worship in the 

11:00 am service and rehearses on Wed. evening from 

7:00 until 8:15 in the Choir Room. Volunteers who love 

to sing use their talents to enhance the worship 

experience by preparing and offering anthems and 

service music and by leading the congregation in hymn 

singing. In addition, the choir offers special music at 

seasonal services during Christmas, Easter and at other 

times. New singers are always encouraged to join this 

ensemble. Previous choir experience is not necessary. 

 

Handbells 

The Engel Belles was organized in 2000 and has become 

a vital part of our music and worship experience at 

Eastlawn UMC. The three octave choir rehearses on 

Wednesdays from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. and is named for 

Ms. Delores Engel who was a founding member of the 

church. The bells ring regularly in 11:00 worship and 

perform arrangements of familiar hymns and 

contemporary pieces. Persons with good music reading 

skills are encouraged to join the ensemble as a regular 

participant or as a substitute ringer. Previous ringing 

experience is not required. 

 

Women’s Ministry 

We are a group of Christian women with many gifts who 

are unified by one Spirit. We participate in God’s 

mission in all areas of life.  Some of the UMW church 

responsibilities include:  coordination of food for 

bereaved families, honoring graduating high school 

seniors, and helping plan our annual Homecoming 

luncheon.  

 

 The Delores Engel Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. 

every fourth Monday in Church Parlor.  They do 

not meet during May, June, or July.  Meetings 

consist of prayer requests, a devotional, a 

program, and delicious food with wonderful 

fellowship.   

 

 The Mamie Kimbrough/Homemakers Circle 

meets the second Thursday each month at 11:30 

a.m. in the EUMC Ministry Center for a salad 

luncheon and program.   

 

Men’s Ministry 

EUMC has an active United Methodist Men (UMM) 

program with men of all ages participating in outreach 

and fellowship.  Monthly breakfast meetings are held the 

first Sunday of each month alternating the location 

between the Ministry Center and IHOP (Pascagoula) 

starting at 8:30.  

Our outreach ministries include Backpack Buddies, 

church maintenance efforts, hospital sitting, and family 

meals. 

 

Our Daily Bread (Outreach Ministry) 

On the first Saturday of alternating months (6 times per 

year) a team of volunteers from our Eastlawn 

Congregation meet at our church kitchen to prepare a 

meal for 100 to 120 people for lunch at the local soup 

kitchen, “Our Daily Bread".  Funds for purchase of the 

food for the program are part of the regular church 

budget.  Ten to fifteen members prepare the meal from 

8:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. at the Church, transport the 

food to "Our Daily Bread", then serve from 11:00 a.m. 

until 12:30 p.m. New volunteers for the team are 

welcomed to come and help. 
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EASTLAWN UMC STAFF 

2502 Ingalls Ave. Pascagoula, MS 

228-762-2364 

Rev. Andy Collette Pastor 

Robert Weathersby Lay Pastor 

David Westfaul  Organist 

Doug Wall  Choir/Handbell Director 

Susie Riley  Children’s/Family Minister 

Rachel Goff  Children’s Music Director 

Lashunda Taulbee Administrative Assistant 

Charlene Gibson  Nursery 

Amy Davis  Nursery 

Brenda McCormick Day Care Director 

DISASTER RESPONSE 
 

Watch your emails for 

ways you can help in 

the Hurricane and 

Flood Relief in Texas 

and Florida.   

If you prefer to send 

money immediately, 

monetary donations can be sent directly to 

UMCOR, United Methodist Committee on 

Relief Domestic Disaster Response Advance 

#901670. 100% of donations given to 

UMCOR go to disaster response. You can 

also give through text message by texting 

the keyword “RESPONSE” to the number 

80888 and a $10 donation to UMCOR will 

appear on your phone bill.  

Stay tuned as our church continues to find 

ways to offer the support you do so well, 

and of course, continue to PRAY!  
 
 

 

 

EUMC RESPONSE WITH FLOOD BUCKETS 
 

Here are the thirty three flood buckets put 

together by members of our church. Really 

thirty four but we were short one lid. Now 

multiply this by all the other churches and 

there are many across the district doing 

similar work. God is awesome.  Thank you, 

Jeannie for spearheading this and to all who 

volunteered to get it done.  The response 

from the church has been fabulous and 

continues to be so.  God is Good!! 
 

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries, pictures, and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 


